
BY AMRESH GUNASINGHAM

SINGAPORE is enhancing its reputation
as the go-to classroom for other coun-
tries hoping to learn how to build the live-
able cities of tomorrow.

Officials from 40 countries including
China, India and nations in the Middle
East have come here in the past year to
study the nuts and bolts of building land-
fills, managing waste and recycling water
for industrial use and drinking.

And homegrown companies such as
Keppel Seghers and Sembcorp have gone
abroad, to the Middle East for example,
to sell their technological know-how.

They have found rich pickings. In the
past three years, they have signed deals

to build water and waste-treatment facili-
ties worth upwards of $4 billion.

Associate Professor Simon Tay, who
chairs the Singapore Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs, said Singapore’s leap from
being a Third- to a First-World metro-
polis has produced many lessons from
which growing cities in Asia and beyond
can draw. By combining technology with
pragmatic policy-making, it continues to
be a test bed for innovative technologies
sought after as a model of the way to go,
said Prof Tay, who used to chair the Na-
tional Environment Agency (NEA).

Prime examples of cities which have
learnt from Singapore are Tianjin, which
is developing its Eco-city, and Guang-
zhou, with its Knowledge City.

Mr Michael Chia, the chief executive
of Keppel Integrated Engineering, said:
“With more communities around the
world realising that reliable and proven
technology can provide effective solu-
tions for waste-water treatment and

waste management, there’s an increasing
demand for such technologies.”

Agencies such as the Economic Devel-
opment Board and International Enter-

prise Singapore, which have been push-
ing the “Singapore Inc” brand overseas,
have their work cut out for them as coun-
tries strive for economic advancement
that is, at the same time, environmental-
ly sustainable.

The NEA, for example, has shared its
knowledge of how to build and maintain
landfills to contain waste in space-
constrained cities, using its offshore Se-
makau Landfill as an exhibit.

The NEA also showcases the systems
it uses to monitor key environmental indi-
cators such as pollution levels and mete-
orological data, said its director of indus-
try development and promotion Dalson
Chung.

But what sort of trickle-down effect
will this growing recognition of Singa-
pore’s expertise have here, particularly at
a time when the public is openly question-
ing, for example, the capacity of the
drainage system to cope with floods?

Prof Tay named two benefits: One is
that tapping green technology will build
the tools to further enhance Singapore’s
landscape.

“This is a green infrastructure that
adds to the value and appeal of the city
and underscores property prices and
everyday activities like outdoor dining,
whether at the hawker centre or stylish
cafes,” he said.

The other benefit takes the form of
economic trickle-down from there being
more companies providing environmen-
tal services on a global scale, he said.
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THE elderly can now get a mobile
phone designed to cater to their
needs at a discounted price.

The Singapore-made iNO Mobile
SOS F12 features extra-large buttons
for easy dialling, and an emergency
button.

When this SOS button is pressed,
the phone will send out text alerts
with information on where its user is
to up to five pre-programmed mobile
numbers, and emit a siren that can be
heard up to 20m away to alert those
nearby.

The phone, which has a basic
2-megapixel camera and can double
as an FM radio and torch, will be sold
at $138 without contract, phone-mak-
er Foresight Technologies said yester-
day.

The handset will be available exclu-
sively at StarHub outlets from Satur-
day, with the operator throwing in a
free $15 pre-paid card.

The phone will also be available for
free with all but its cheapest one-year
post-paid plan.

If the mobile plan has overseas
roaming, it will be able to send SMS
alerts with the user’s location when
the user is in Malaysia, Thailand, and
four major Chinese cities, including
Beijing and Shanghai.

StarHub’s head of sales and market-
ing Ng Long Shyang said that the
companies wanted to help older
users who might have trouble with
the smaller keys and displays of
regular mobile phones, benefit from

mobile technology.
While not a wholly charity project,

Foresight’s managing director Ken-
neth Lau said any profits generated
would be “minimal”.

He expects to sell 30,000 hand-
sets.

Ms Cai Ping Kai, a volunteer at the
Kreta Ayer Seniors Activity Centre
(Kasac), said the handset is a good
way to help older users who may be
fearful of technology.

As part of the phone launch, the
companies have donated 100 hand-
sets to the centre.

Jalan Besar MP Lily Neo will be giv-
ing handsets away at a National Day
dinner organised by the Kasac to-
night.
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Liveable cities: S’pore
exports its expertise
Foreign officials flock
here to learn about
urban management
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ADDING VALUE

“This is a green
infrastructure that adds to
the value and appeal of the
city and underscores
property prices and
everyday activities like
outdoor dining.”
Singapore Institute of International Affairs
chairman Simon Tay, on the benefits of
growing recognition of Singapore’s
expertise

Along with extra-large buttons for easy dialling, the iNO Mobile SOS F12 also has an SOS button which sends
out text alerts to up to five pre-programmed mobile numbers when pressed. PHOTO: FORESIGHT TECHNOLOGIES
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